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Conservation plan for haploops species and biotope 
Submitted by: 
Denmark  
Contact: Marie-Louise Krawack, Ministry of Environment and Food, makra@mfvm.dk  

Description of measure 
Helcom has redlisted two species of haploops  Haploops tenuis and Haploops tubicola - as well as the 
biotope - Baltic aphotic muddy sediment dominated by Haploops spp.. In the two HELCOM 
recommendations (37/2 and 40/1) aimed at protect both redlisted species and redlisted biotopes, 
contracting parties are obliged to evaluate the need for new legislation or other forms of protection such 
as conservation plans or measures to ensure adequate protection for the species/biotopes.  
 
Haploops are in decline in HELCOM waters, and are found in waters (Kattegat and previously the Sound) 
where a joint management effort, rather than national efforts, could be more effective and relevant. A 
joint conservation plan is a two stem process. Firstly, the conservation plan should include an update of 
the status of the species and the biotope, as well as key threats and, secondly, if relevant, measures to 
improve the status of haploops species and biotopes. If the plan includes step two, then the plan should 
be implemented where relevant. 
Activity:  
Fish and shellfish harvesting (bottom-touching towed gears, professional, recreational) Agriculture 
Pressure: 
Physical disturbance to seabed (temporary or reversible and recovers within 12 y) 
State: 
Red listed species and habitats 
Extent of impact: 
Kattegat and the sound. 

Effectiveness of measure 
The conservation plan should include a status of the species and biotopes in HELCOM waters along with 
an identification of hotspots where the species and biotope occur. The plan should also include measures 
to improve the status for the species/biotopes. Protecting haploops would also have positive 
consequences for other species and biotopes, which are found connected to the biotope, or on the 
muddy seafloor along with haploops species. These adjacent species include a number of HELCOM 
redlisted species.  
 
Haploops habitats have been in decline since first described. They have dissapeared from certain areas, 
and high density areas are rare today. There is not a full understanding of the causes of decline, 
however, disturbance from fisheries, eutrophication, and warming can influence the distribution.  
 
It is likely, that a number of species specific drivers are involved in the decline of the species.  
Pockets of high density areas still exists in Kattegat.  
 
The purpose of the measure is, therefore, to both increase knowledge of status of haploops today, the 
drivers affecting haploops biotopes and knowledge of effective management tools. Furthermore, if 
relevant to implement management measures to better protect the biotope with the aim to eventually 
remove species and biotopes from the HELCOM list of threatened and declining species and biotopes.  



Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
A conservation plan should include an analysis of monitoring and survey data.  
 
A management plan should also include a litterature study on the pressures and possible actions for 
protection of the haploops species’ and biotopes as well as an estimate of socioeconomic cost related to 
possible management measures when the plan is implemented.  
 
The development of a conservation plan and the possible initiation of actions will, therefore, depend on:  

• Use of experts 
• Status of species 
• Possible additional survey/ monitoring 
• Ressources to identify and initiate actions to protect the species. 

Feasibility: 
Follow-up of measure: 
Monitoring programme: sea floor survey / sampling. Monitoring is in place in selected sites in Danish 
waters.  
Background material: 
The background material below is a selection of data and knowledge that illustrate the purpose and need 
for action in order to protect haploops species and biotypes.  
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